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district of Hum (Herzegovina) where his brother Miroslav
reigned. Farther north, about the same time, the Bosnian
Kulin established the independent monarchy of Bosnia.
Byzantium was powerless to prevent them. Hungary inter-
vened more effectively for a time in Bosnia and Hum but
without any permanent result. In 1186 Bulgaria, for a
century and a half an imperial province,1 was whipped by
unjust taxation into revolt, and the brothers John and Peter
Asen proclaimed the independence of the country in the
little church of St. Demetrius at Trnovo. With the help of
the Cumans beyond the Danube and of the Vlachs in the
peninsula (the Asen were probably of Vlach origin) they
defeated the Byzantine armies and established a kingdom
stretching from the Black Sea to Sofia and into Macedonia,
and assumed an imperial title.
John Asen was murdered in 1196 and Peter in 1197.
Stephen Nemanya retired to a monastery in 1196 and died
on Athos in 1200. Kulin died early in 1204. Under their
successors an event occurred that made certain the inde-
pendence of their kingdoms. The capture of Constantinople
by the Crusaders in 1204 is a turning-point in the history of
the southern Slavs* Hitherto, vassal or free, they had
regarded Constantinople as the centre of their universe, the
source of their culture and religion. Now suddenly and
unexpectedly they were orphaned.
Their first reaction was to believe that the lords of Con-
stantinople must be masters of the world and to make terms
with the Latin West. In 1205 the Bulgarian monarch
Kalojan, youngest of the Asen brothers, sent to Pope
Innocent III and was given by him a royal crown;2 and
similarly, as late as 1217, the second Serbian Stephen, the
'first-crowned'j won a royal crown from Pope Honorius III.
But by then Bulgaria had evolved a better policy.
The thirteenth century saw the zenith of the Second
Bulgarian Empire. The Latin Empire soon showed itself a
pathetic farce. The exiled Byzantine Emperors of Nicaea
were too busy piecing together the shattered Greek world to
1  There had been Bulgarian revolts in 1040 and 1073 but both had been sup-
pressed without much difficulty.
2  He had asked for an imperial crown.